
Andalusian and Trobador Love Lyric:

From Source-Seeking to Comparative Analysis

Le recherchs des sotrrsesr..-indispenseblc,
et rn elle-mime sens intirit

--Zumthor 3lO

si la sagcss: dcs *rabas $tait traduitc...
oo nc trouverait dans l*s idi*s imises rien
quc lcs non-Arabcs n'airnt dij,A dit---
Toutrs Ges oeuyres itrangires ont EtE
communiquics de nation i nation, ra sont
transmises de siicle en siiclr, transpos6es
d'unc languc i l'autrr

--tl-.lahiz (ce-?80-869) in Pellat I

Litcrurg historians htvr never succeeded in explrining ccgcntlq tfte ippesrrnce

of r Europtro ycrooculrr love poetrg trdition yith the Count of Poitieru,

tt'illiam lX, in thc South of Frrncc tround t 100. Somc todtg might mainttin

that no rttch cxplrmtion it requircd 0r possible , for tbmlute origim do not

cxirt in matters trmerDlc rt leffit m much to the collectivc tnd individutl
psgchc rs to localizrhlc and identifirblt literrrg sorrcc$ [cf. Bartidc and Dubg

t 0l; Gorton I 9?4, I 31. Tet rince the sixtacnth canturg rnd still in our oyn

times one theorg in prrticulrr, thrt of Hisprno-Arahic origin*, hts never

cemrd to be ileDtted, vith muclr rhctoric and brir, [ut vithout cvcr vinning
yidmprerd convictior 0r being totallg dismrded [survtg of modern rcholtrship

to t 966 in Htnmor 5- | 03, 525-431.

Flost rcrcntlg, in r dimultting serim of mmgs since l98l rnd in t boof

puhtished in 1987, i'larir Rora Jlenocal of Yrle Univerritg hrr ryrin rrircd thc

issuc of Hisprno-AruDir origins- Her oyn originrl tpDromh ir not so much to

champion *mbic firurcer m to expo*e thc ethnoccntrism of Europeanitta,

frnDists tnd comprrrtists vho have often rejccted the po*iDilitg of mflicytl
literurg exchrnges vith thc Arr[ic vorld- Folloving the model of Edvtrd Stid's

0ritrr&I_EE, I'lenocal criticizes 'the methodological, ttliiudinal and ideologictl

biascs'of hcr prcd*cssors vhile acknoyledqlng thtt tng scholtruhip Yill
necessrrilg reflect itr ruthor'$ ovn ideologg IHenoctl 1981, 50 *, 55n-1.
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llotuilftstrnding the enthusimm of pro-Arubist scholrrs litr tgtl rnd }lenocd,

rupportcrc of Andrlusian originr for troDrdor lgric hrvc rcant if rnq

documcntttion yhich thcu mn cite to Dolrter lfie thesis of inlcrmtlon Drtveen

thc tuo litcrtturet IDcnomg on rrt rnd rrchitecture; ]lcn6ndcz Pidd 52?-35;
athcr itcmr in H3gIaS?,67l. 'ffc havc no avidcncc of contmtr betveen

$[tnirh Arr[ic poctrg tnd Old ProvenFl,'cfrtcgoricrllU rffirms onc ruccinct

overviey lGorton 1974, t4; rlso Stern 7,25-?6 rnd Drvirl- For lact of

dcmonstrtblc txclnngcs, mtttg scholrru hwe pointed to possiHc [orrovings in
citter form or contcnt- Thosc vho focus on form hrve looted to metricrl rnd

linguirtic prrullclr [c-g-, Lc Gentill, vhile tho* conccnlrrting on content turn
to shrred lmager and concepts [e.U., llUtt 596-981. 0tlur$, mttn{ thc

indequug of Artbist theoriw, hrw been lcd rtill ftrthcr rficld: 'Thc

troubadourr mrg hrve rrad Pcrrirn hootr on poeticr,'affirms one [Drrpar
258t- Flernvhile, the dcbrtc ovor the langurge of thc khrjm, onm thought to

furni*h thc mioring link betyeen thc tyo litartturer in thc form of earlg

Romtncc Igrics enmechcd rithin Art[ic songi, ir ftr from rmolvcd IHitrlrcoctl.

To mtng Europctnirb, thc rum of ArrDirt trgumcnt* is not cntirelg utirfqing,
and the Dro-Arrbists themtelyes rra no longer as rerdilU convinced a* in the

drgs of llgtl [om cxcrption: the hrrirter ]lorErcl- lndced, it ir periodicrltg

rcmcmbcrd thrt ang influcrcc mtg hrve moyed in thc oppositr direction, from

Romrnm to Arrbic litcmturc [Griiffi[tum l4?1. l'luch rcmnt *cholrrship on

trobrdor lgric, including the lrtest originc DooI IBomel rnd comprrrtivc

disscrtrtion [ilourgeh, Dut rlso Gorton I 9?51, hm riglrtlg rhiril rvtg from

unilrtcrcl sorrcG-hunting rnd ertrrvtgant conclurions, but yith thc rcsult that

comptrttiye ttudg of thc tvo litcrtturcr hm in thc ltst dccrdc diminishcd

rlmffit to t[e vrnishing point. Evan Ftenocrl'l ayoycd purpose in hcr

dimertrtion ic nol to ltudq Hisprnc-Artbic or Provcngd or rng othcr lilcrtrg
tcxts but 'to crplorc the rcmonr vhg thtt.theorg hm rcvcr mhievcd uidmpread

rcmptrncc tnd to rcpmtulrte it i n differrnt terms' I Hanoml I 9791-

Similrrlg, in her book rhe mtnovlodges thtt her tpprorch dedt vith
intcrculturtl climate*, not litcrtrg texls: 'llonc of this, of courtc, prove$

angtting a[out aog ptrtisulrr literarg trxt of tht medievtl pcriod- lt is not

intrndd to' Il"lcnocd 1987, 661.
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ll*ghsl of Frimrru lrut* ir rnfortuortr, for ghrtfter ue oFt for pol[eenelic

origina, prrthcnogc[csii, immtcultta conccptior, or nonc of thc*a modeb yhcn

trmtiog tle birth of trohilor lgric, the tvo divergrnt portic $Ustcm$ provide r
rich ficld for comptrttivc studg- At r time vhcn l'lenocrl hr* cogcntlg defended

r rcturn to thc Arabic ctgmologg of the tag tcrm trobador lHcnocal I 982; rlro
Ltmtul. it is tempting to rcvivc the undging dehrta on lilcmru sourcci through

the antlgsit of come of thc shrrrd conceits in the tyo trrditionr. This FpGr
Gxamittc$ four axtmpler from thc collectivc rrpertorg to find univcrrtls ylure

thera ycre thought to be murccs, Dut rlro to reverl divergcnccs yhcrc onc

might cxpecl onlg continuilg rnd uniformitg. rt firrt cxrmplc signdr t fcu of

thc rirtt run Dg tha ptrtllelogrrphic rchool in proporing inu dlrcct fillrtion of
infl uencc [cf- Oliphntl.

l)- Tlm dtngcrs of$uellenforschunger rrc mtdc clerr in thc rttributing to thc

trouverc Conon ds Bithuns thc invention of vhrt ir likctg tts mo*t ruccesrful

clichi of medicvtl cruradr song. ln I188 on ftprting for thc Holg Lrnd, Ctnon

srng in enc of tuo such songn:

lf mg Dodg gocs to rcrve 0ur Lord

i'lg lrerrt remtins complctclg in hcr Ihi* Lrdg'rl pover

5e li corr Yr scrvir llostrc Signor,

J'les cuerr remrint del tot cr $r baillic. ltfrllcmkaild 1968, 61.

Citing the viderpread cchoer of Conon'r lgric in European crurdr song, onc

dirtinguirhcd rcholrr vritcr bov Conon hcrc'Itunchcd thc idrt vhich vould ba

so iuccGi$fut- ('lrnp l'id6e {ui fcm fortunc ftm lcs rurgs der crois6* grlrnts'

[Fmnt l44l]. Thc somg formult is indecd rcpertcd in rubsequent Frcnch rnd

German crurodc Eong$, romc prohrblg lrmarblc (through metrical, themrtic or

varbrl [orrovings] to Conon'r popultr lgric. Ihis idct did becomc the keg

formuh of tlre French rnd Gcrmrn crusrde $ong. Tlrs it [orroved tlong uith
metrics, themm or yordr? lt termed obvious enough for lttvin Fran[ to Dt so

crtegoricd rbout Conon'r origintlitg tnd influence- Todtg Conon is still
rcgulrrlg citrd rc sorrcc foi ruD*qucnt, non-Frtnch lgrim, most rtctntlg for

Rrimhut dc Y{ueirm'r quinquclin0ual 'Errs qmn vGU vcrdtgtr- [Brugnolol.
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But thc crusrder'r lcaving hit hmrt bchind in his lrdg'r custodg crn dro bc

found in rn inflmntitl Hisptno-*nDic crumdsr-poet predects*or, lbn

Al - Hrddrd, vho died cr- I 08?, d most rrmtl g one hundrcd gcars bcfore Conon's

song- lbn Al-Haddrd vrotc of his ladg:

I lcrvc her yhom I love rnd ro I dcprrt, but bg God, rt I lctvc I don't lrfa mg

hmrt vith mc- [P6ris 4091

The cau* of rcprrution ir not rlrtcd. Wm lbn Al-Htddrd tlto httding into Dtttlc

vhrn he lcft his Dcrrt Dehind yltlt Ht ltdU? l{e do }nov thtt in t08?. thc

proUinle gerr of hi* dcrth, Southern Frcnch brrom qrin trrvclcd to Sptin on

crusrde- According to the hirtorirn lhn l(haldun, Poitcvin herocs, including the

frtlnr of thr first trobrdor, htd rcturned from the rucccrsful expcdition to

Brrbmtro in 1064 vith l'loori*h fcmda ringers rmong thcir bootg lHenoctl

198?, 27; Bond lxi; Iltnindez Pidtl 529, 551-32; Brifftult 55, 64, 24?n-78,

250n-951. tfhrt better opportunitics to imptrt Hisprno-Artbic songs IiIc
thosa of lbn AI-Hddrd rnd hir falloyr? Hir verrcr includc mtrl of thc

trilitionrl formulrc codified in r trctti* litc lDn Htzm'r clmsic Dovc't ilect

E!-sg.

f [e lmving of the poct'r hrrt Dchind in the lrdg's custodg y0$ t commonplmt

of Hirprno-Artbic poctrg long beforc it bcmmc orc tlso in Europetn lgric- To

citc just onG morc cxrmpla of tlte identiml topic in Hirptno-Arubic poetrg: lDn

Guzmrn himself, born ca- 108? [tlglt 2681, thc getr lbn AI-Htddod ditd, tlm
ringr:

Hov could I not be std, I vho, upon lctYing,

lcryc mg hcrrt hg mU ltdg, AI-htam? [Brifftult 2341

l[n Al-Hrddrd is no morc uniqur in rttesting thir idm in thc Hirptno-Arr[ic

trdition thtn is Conon in tht Frcnch tradition (cf- thc rtolcn hetrt motif, m in

tht crumder Gmc Brul6't mo*t ftmoffi toltg lRomnhtrg 6-?, 281I, or thc hetrt

tr hortagc in thc lgricr oftnothar cruttdcr, tht Chtstclain de Coucg ltcrond

6el).
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Thrt ia, chronologicdlg tnd gcogmphicrllg it mrg rccm jurt m tcmpting to trg
t0 tsttblish ln f,rtbic-Romoocc corncction r$ r Romancc-Gcrmrnic lint. ln

cither Gr$c, houcvrr, ve vould do ycll to rlirt thc risks of pos!-tg9,-gEqq

DroplGr-hoc. t{hilc llgtl might insirt that Aro[ic conceitr found thcir vag to

tht rest of Europc, lhe poet's scptrrtion from hir herrt is more litelg a

universal concrit, not r tcxtboot cme in influcrce- Scholrrc rre right to
GomporG the tvo trditions, i$ vhtr tftc frru[irt Htnri P6ris rffirmerl thrt 'vith
[lhn Al-Hddadl ue feel ourrelyes in tht prcsencc of the sincerest, purest loye,

ruch ar thtt vhich romc troubrdouru vould sing a littlc lrtcr,' but he yould be

Yrong to tffirm t gcnetic relationship -- rnd hG vlsclU does not do so IP6ris
279 cited tg llgtl 1941.

2). ln t $ffiond Gxtmplc, I proposr to leavr Dchind the gemric topgg of ttrc

crustder't hcrrt to conrider somc proverbid uords of encourrgemcnt in t[e frca

of tng difficult Dut stubborn ctrtc- Likc the unrequitcd lovcr'r sGn$G thil lrc i*
scgartted from hir heart, ar trtmplrrg imqe of prrseveruoco crn dso De rhoyn

io bc r univrrml modcl for hopcful loycr-pocts-

Thc trobdar Bcrntrl de Tertrdorn trtcr [opc thrt he mn soften the htrd hmrt
of hir hdg, mging thrt

for in mg rcrdings I hrvc found

thrt t frlling drop of vatcr
strites in r plme so often

until it cuts through thc hard rtone

qu'ieu ri [cn trobrt legen

que goto d'rigr quc chri

fer en un loc $own,

tro chrva tt peira dum ILurr I l8l

Since Ctrl Appel'r mqistcrirl edition [Appel 96-9?l it htt becn standtrd to

trmc Bernrrt'r *imilt to rn 0vidian sourm, prc$umtblg tccr*riblc in florilcgls

vhere short ps$$rgc$ from 0vid yerc ycll reprc*nteril [UlImtnn I l - l5l- 0vid
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does cite the crse of the determined vrterdrop, hoth in lhe Art of Love l:4?5
tnd in thc Ex Ponto 4-10.5 9 (cf- dro Tristir 4.6.1-lS). f,tn Bcrmrt's
'rssdiry$- De so rerdllg localized, 'ctrtilincmcnt dsm 0vide,- ffi Lozrr rlso

tffirms ILrzrr 1966, 2531? tfhrt ir more, rftcr Bcrntrt, thr stmc imqe mrg

bc found in thc Chmtchin dc Coucg ILcrond I l5l, vhora dcht to Bcrnlrt ir vcll
rtte*ted [Lazrr 1964. 2601. l'1rg uc thcn msumc $omr direct filirtion from
Lttir poct to Provcngtl trobrdor to Frcnch trouvere? Ha* tfic Chattclrin rerd

his Bcrmrt vith lhc mmc rttcntion thrt Bermrt rcrd his 0vid? Perhpr not,

pam Appel rnd Lrzar.

I flnd -ln mg rctdings- thrt vcll Defore 0vlrf thc srmt *cntiment l* tlrerilg
cxpresscd bg Lucretius,0n thc lhturc of Thingg l:513, vho rtgr thrt the drip
of thc Gcyes hollovs r stom: Stilcidi corur lrpidcm cav!'t- Long rftcr 0vid, lhc

tamc 0r timihr formula i* found in tlre fourth-canturu poet $ulpicius Lupercus

Seryffiius v[o ragt thtt yoter [ollovs thc rough roct: decidens smbrum crvrt
undr tofum [Durr 5?61-

Findlg, vcrc thcsc othcr Lrtin exrmplcr not enough to givc u$ piu$c, let me dd
tnothcr quotrtion closcr t0 tha rpecirl conccrrs of tlris G$$rU. ln hir Dovc

llecl'r Ring, lbn Hrzm, proDrblg the grcatctt figure in elevcnth-centurg

Hirptno-Arahic pro*c literrturc, couoscl$ rlco to br rtubborn, for yrter

holloysoutr roct lGarcfrG6mez 194;llUtl 951. Did l[n Humrlso rerd ftis

Ovid? ls thir r rev indicrtion that Brrmrt rnd othcr trobrdors tney their
ArtDic poets from Sptin, tnd thcir 0vid through them? lt s*mt frr mora litrlg
thtt thc implicd equttion ofthe prtient lover rnd the persistent drop ofvrter is
t commorpltcc of yide diffulion rmong talin, Hirpano-Arrbic, Provcngrl tnd

French eultures. Ttis r*urrent tdagc vm citcd ln rn cirlg studg of tro[dor
provarbs [CnUrim I2l. lt resurftces in rt lcrsi onc other Old Prowngrl text,

thc 'Book of Scncca' IBartrch 2l I l. Pcrhapr ve vould find thc ffimc prorcrb in
other traditionc m vell, prrticulrrlU thrt of chsricrl Grc*c, r litelg ultimate

$ourcc.

Ercn Bernrrt'r rtttement that he found thir mnYtntiontl stginq -in his

rcrdingr'ir itmlf r topor of ruthoritg tnd not nccetsarilg thc 4uivtlant of t
modern footnote. Hc find equrllg formulric rffirmttiont of t poet's litertru
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rourcEs in ihe lgricr lfenother trohador, Gui d'Ussrl, vho regr in elmort

idcnticd yordl, 'l found in mg rctdings,' 'a trobrtz ho lcacn' [*udiru 841. Yct

the tnovlcrlgr Gui mrlrtlins [G rc{rircd 'ir his rtilings- is no morc thtn
common $eosG: onG cafi [erl rn Grror [ut there it no rcmedg for dett[- Gui tlso
cchocr onlg provcrbial virdom hcrc-

5). ln loo*ing rt r gencric commonplacc suppo*cdlg invented bg a trouverc rnd

rt rn intcrnrtionrl provcrb yronglg thought to De trmcrDle from r troDdor to r
cltssicrl Latin poet, vr hrye sern that both rlso hrvc antccedcnts in
Hirptno-Arabic lgric. Tct both trc litclg to ba exrmplcs of convcntiontl

formulm rtthcr thtn litcrrrg Dorroyings. Tfc might turn noy to r conceit rnd

its prrodg, vhich go hnd in hnd m prrt rnd prrccl of thc mmc lgric
convenlion m frr bact rs vc crn trmc either trpect. Lite ihe yrriout topoi rnd

Iroverbs, r litemrg device litr $lf-prrodg is rlso r uniyer$rl of lovc poctrg-

ln the figure of thr rmmirted lover, ymting wog from unrquited love, ye

hryc r frmilirr so-crlled Pctrarchrn conccit- But it il o[vious enough thrt thr
rvord-lilc glanccs, tht firc rnd thc flood tnd ruch imqm long prcdtta

Prtmrch's f,rnzonirrc (uhrrc, incidentrllg, vc rlso find our dctermined rlrop of
vrter IDurling 4551]. Petmrch clrcvherc mtnovlcdgcs the impirrtion of

trobrdor and trouvcrc lgric, romc of vhosc poetr ore honorcd bg his pmi* in
the Trionfi.

Onc of the trouvcrm, Thibrut ilc Chtmpsgnc, tdds vhrt might ltrm to De rn
origind tvist to the dehtc betv*n pining loyer rnd robust lrdg. ln an

crclnngc truditionallU (rincc rt lcrtt thc fourteecnth mnturg) raid to Dt

bctveen this lin{ of ttmrre tnd his legenftrg loYe, Bltnche of Etttllle
Thibtut bcgim in courtlg fa*hion:

Hrva pitg, ladU! l{hcn gou die tnd I---hut that uill hppen firsl,
Since I von't lurviye gou for t moment---

Qurnt v0u$ morrez et je -- mir c'icrt tvtnt,
Crr rpris Yous nc vivroic jc mic --
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She ansvcrs:

I don't tnov lf U0r'rG rot pulling mU l0g,

Becausr Uou'rc hardlg ro thin rt rll !

llc je [c $ri $E You$ m'rlcz guilrnt,

Quc trop megrcs n'eotec oncorG mie lUrltensliild 1925, 164-65, xv-rxil-

l{c grther from sevrml ruggcrtionr in tfie song thrt tftc ting of lhvtrrr mlg

hrve sportcd quitc r rogd paunch. fhir much rnthologizcd rxchrngc ir
sometimes pruised 0$ rn uncourtlU di*missrl of tfte frmiliar trncts of courtlu

lovc- fhc spiritd dirlogue continucs on the mmc themc: hc insists thtt he

facds on hopc {'il rc nourrit d'uspirancc,'o! thc Frcnch stq}, hut rhc rcbuter
[im: 'Be {uict, ThiDrut- llobodg rhould follov r linc of rcmoning vhich ir rure
to [e torn rprrt. Tou're just srging thrt to soften me, yhom Uor'vc dredg
tricked m often, tovrrds Uou.'

Ylhether yr bclicvc thtt thir is r grnuinc dirlogut Drtvecn tvo hirtoricrl
figurm or, uith more modcrn rcholrrs, vG rssumc thrt this vos r misc cn sc$nc

imqined bg Thibtut donr, thc piece is urutllg rpprccirted for itr hdg'r
doyn-to-ctrth hngmgc rnd mrtter-of-ftct dirmirml of courtlg normr.

Prrollcl cxchrnges rrc found rlto rrnong thc trobrdors, uherc, for crtmple, t
Gcnoesc vomrn (no onc uould call her r ldg) re*ponds in vulgrr dialcct rnd no

lcrt rncouth lmrges to thr polirhcd Provcngrl of hcr yould-be ruitor, Rrimhut
de Yrquciras ILinstill 99, 104; mentioned in I'lenoml 198?, t061.

Do fhiDrut'r rnd Rrimhut'$ $ongs rttcst rn imprticnca vith courtlg modm in
hngurgr tnd vooing? Criticr hrvc long recognized thtt tt mrlg m the first
trobrdor, Count tfillirm of Poilicrl, thcrr rrr rlredg tvo dirtinct strainr io

lfu love IUric: one courtlU,onc carthu (thc ro-ctlltd idetlist tnd retlist
rchoolr). l{m it then tfic clcvcr innovrtion of lrter poetr likc Rtimbtut tnd

fhibrut to cntcrlrin rudiencc* bg putting thc tvo contrtdictorg Yoic* on ttqc
rimultrneousl q i n riotous confl ict?

0n thc contrrrg, vc rlraadg find thc tvo sttnctt rcgultrlu iuxttpoted m mrlu
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r* Hirprno-Arehic lgrir. To rcturn to the rmecirled loypr, in lhe lbrrirn po*tr

hc ir rrduccd to a rhrdoy, vmting rvrg in rilcncc, or dtcrnrlclg ha ia rudiblc

but invisiilc [llonroc ZZ2.274; P6rE* 40?1. To Dr srrc, this verl figurr --
both the poct tnd his self-imtgc -- ir r uriver$rl of lovu Igric- But, rnd thir
ir mort significrnt for ur, not onlg do ve find thc cmacirtad lover ncross thcrc

$cycrtl literuturer, but in Hisprno-Arrbic Igrir too, hi* hdu bluntlU

rcproacher [im for hir cnggcnted lrnguagc rrd rocorvincing remoning.

Folloving thr cu$tomrrg Gomplrintr [g lhc lovcr, om lrdg rc*ponds curtlg in
tfie thrjr on uhich r muvtrhshrhr coucludes:

I tec that Uou'rt plning;

l$hrt'r vith gou, mtn?

You knov thrt time vill pmr

And gou vill forgct me!

[]lonroe 252-51

Thrt is, long beforc Pctrarch the Prtrarchan lovcr ymted auag for love. tor
nccd yc vait for tftc apigoncr of thir trdilion to rcc hi m tatcn to ttst bg thc

lilg for his inflated clrims. *s frr Dact tl ye trrce thc corceit, not onlU it the

emtcirted lover r constrnt, but ro too is the defltting incredulitg of his ltdg- ln
there revarrl Igric rgrtemc, the stglistic contrtrt betyccn courtlg rcgirter tnd

poluhr derition is t sttplc, lilelg GYGn I Dmic component, tmorg ArtD tnd

Romrnce poets rlike. From thc first of there terts, rclf-conscious courtlinest

incorporrte* ralf-mocting umourtliless; long bcfort tng txtrrnal remtion

againrt courtlg loye, its crccsses tre tlreadg ridiculed interoallg. lt ir
unncccriorg to hgpothcsize t ptrodic rcrportc of one lrdition to anothcr, m

Itrfr Rosr J,lenoml rnd errlier scholrr$ might scem to do in qucstioning hov the

firrt trobador mn vritc 'r prrodg of romcthing thtt is ttill in the YBrU proces$

of coming into axistcncc' IHcnoctl t 98?, t 051. From the mrliest textr, in

cither lrrdititn, ttrerc ir sclf-porodu tt the hetrt of courtlU lUric-

4). ln tlrcse GxrmplG$, vc htvc t rtminder rnd r uarning that generic t0pg[,

popuhr pruver[r rnd lgric codc-svitching ore the givcns of tll lovt poetrg:

Dtric building bloc*s, but not nccc*orilg litcrtrg borroYingt or ptrodic

re$pon$cs 0r GyGn individurl choices- Does tltit mein, ffi Dronte hm teminglU
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suggertcd, tftrt caurtlg lovc drtes not from the tvelfth centurg (for so Seignobos

and C.5. Lryit long ago propo*d) Dut ir r univerml contiruum drting bmt tt
leffit ffi ftr m Eguptirn love lgrics? CIerrlU, mrnu of tlrc frmiliar lgpoi, thc

unchngin0 proverDs, tnd thc contrttting regislcrc hme just ruch r long rnd

internrtionrl hirtorg [cf. Eliccguil.

But the differencor tctvern thcsc far-flung traditiom, poctr rnd texts rtill
mrtc them individutllg rlirtinctive- lfe must not folloy mrlier gencrrtians of

lcholtrt, including Curtius, vho might reduce to uniformitg the rccurrent

motifs lcollcctcd bg Eckcrl- llor nerd uc consign rll $lglffgc*chichtc, thcmrtic

tnd tgpological criticism or nlnetcenth-mnturg ilimertrtionr to thc durtDin.

Ccmprmtirl* look begond thesc lirts of supcrficirl rimilrritics, obyious

ptrallcls rnd porsiblc borrovingr to thc more profound and morc revelling
differences- Ertrloging rhred compomntr is onlg r stepping $tonc, r
rpringborrd to rccognizing crucid if morc rubtlc divcrgcnces- 0ne bdrnced

trcttment of the lcsuc of Amb orlgins mrlm i plcr preciselg for rn cnil to

polcmics througft 'eomparctivc tcrtml studg of Hisprno-Arabic tnd Provcngrl

poctrg' lGorton 1974, t6l.

ln a fourth, find rnd most chhorrte cxrmple, I vill trg to rhov hov slight

vrriatiom in rn rlmost clcmentrl, reeminglg innocuour imqe can revrita its
marning. ln so doing I hope to *uggcrt, in unryoidrblU tclc0rrphis form,

romcthing of the culturol tnd poetic rtrnces chrrmtcrirtic of scverol trdiiions
from thc courtlg to thc contcmponrg- Though it ir possiblc to concludc thrt
'themrtic rnd formulric corrcspondences-.- can onlg hrvc resulted from r
Gommor sourcc' Il'lonror l9?5, 3491, I prcfcr to loot rt vrrirtionr undcrlging

thc correspondcnces. l{hile univrr*rl topoi can resurfrce independentlg rnd

unchnginglg, iu r Gr$e of genuinc influrnm r sourcr mrg Droyoke r responsc.

fherc lrc indeed fundamental diffcrcncc$ rmong the Romance litcrrturcr yhiclt

ceririnlu chronologicrllu rnd pcrhps t[emrtictllU folloy Artbic models-

Tht imqe of tn cmbrtcing loop milc Dg t lovcr'i rrm$, uhelhcr in the form tf t
belt or r ncctlace,it continuous from fiviil lAmores 2.18.191 to lftllacc

Stcvcnr ['Thc Ylorld m I'leditdion,'Strycns 5811. Ilot tt all rmtrictcd to the

medicyrl courtlg mode, tnil tftercforc fiorc netrlg universtl thtn tht long
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ceurtlU tmditien, thir rimplr figtru crn taech ur rtmsthing rtlul the

diffrruncca rcflcctcd cycn in formultic diction nmott! lndtlurirnt, Proycrstux

rnd Frcnch pets. Rrthcr thtn pursuing clusiyc origim Dg moving bmtvtrds in
timc, ffi in the thrce exrmplcs trerted rhoyc, it vill be in*tructirc to moyc

forvard nou, noting the cvolution of an obsasriye gesturc rt it bccomcs

patrified m sumbol-

Thc imqr 0f Gm[rffiing (ln its rtgmologicrl $en$G: Grcirclirg yith one'i irm$]
is virturllg an oDsesrion vith the Anddusirn pocts, rs hrs righUg bern noted

Ipiris 4051. Yfrites one poct, hcre cxprcming r renliment yhiclt r Japtna*

vriter lite Trniztti might rhare:

lr there no grerter tmutg thrn in necklrces tnd ncctr?

IPGTES 2081-

Anothcr Hispno-imDic poct uritt$,

0n mg rhouldcrc her tvo trmt formed t rath

[hudrier, t@]!g, t band to hold t tvord, Dut vorn lite t *trfl
rnd rround her urist therc yt$ t belt mdc of mg tvo trmt [PirEs 4051.

BrIt rnd necllffie m image* for tht belovrd's embrming arm$ (if thtt is not t
pleonr*m) recur vidclU lother cxamplcr in P6ris 402 tnd in Spontler, bcloYl-

llectlrccs rre rlso prmcnt rc r constrfit iotlrcc of other imqe*: the tceth tre
nccthccs of perrk in the morth, ond the title of lDn Hum's classic trtltisc on

courtlg lovc ir Tht Dova'r llccf Ring.

Ercept on thrt dore, the neclhce tnd thc belt hcre tre revcr piecm of jevelrg

or clothing, tnd tha mrn'r emhracing !rm$ rdorn letr thc ncck thtn the vdrt of

thr ltdU. l{hile the ladU occasionrllg returns the compliment bU throving her

rrm$ rround his ncct, thc emphrsis is clmrlg on the mtn'$ orm$ forccfullg

plrcrd trornd the vtist of his lttlg-

fhrt the bclt phgr ro frequcnt and critictl rolc hm not becn rtmtrkcd upon-

The belt s8Gms tt trtr on rcycrul yrlucs, rome familitr to ur rnd some less m:
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t l. Firct, the belt ir r sgm[ol of mrnrl possession, of coursa, something of r
poritivc, un-chmtitg [clt l5pondcr l26n-l1, 651.

Z)- At thc samc tlmc, lt ls mrtonumlcrllu r Guphcml$m for thc rdl0lnlng regton

ofthc bodg nerr the vaisi,'i lt ccinture'or'belov ths [elt'[Spon*lcr l0ll.
5). Ar a gcsturc or rct indcpcndcnt of the loverc yhom it unitcr, it is rlso r
tind rf love gift: r tolen of lova rrd r [roof of love l5ponslcr 82,971-
4). Finrllg, it can bc rn imrgc of conrtruint, obligrtion, commitmcnt,like r
loct,0r litr Georp Hcrbert's collrr Isponsler 1051.

Erodlg rpcrking, vc mrg mg thrt thc mmc ftscinrtion for bcltr flourirhc* not

onlg ln Hirprno-frmDic poetrg but rlso ln mcdieval Golicirn-Portuguese rnd in
Sptnish lgric m lttc rc Jurn Ruiz rnd thc llrrqufu de tuntilltm [Spon*lcr
l05l- Thc Cid rnd God Himself vcrr bclts rnd gird on their rvordr for httlc*
rcrl rnd mctrpftgsicrl [l'lonroe 3001-

An lberirn prcoccupttion vith bcltr becomcr morG intcrcrting vhen vc Gompirc

the Gdlo-Romrnce mlge- Here thc rimple images of r lovcr'$ Gmbruce are no

Ictr prcrent, but l rhift in dircction trrnrfcru thcir crotic dimcnrionr tnd

trtnsformr thcir poctic intcnsitg. Among the troDiloru, it ls commonlg thc lrrlg

tnd not t[e loycr vho mtg embrace the prrtner bg putting her srms rround him

to form r nccklrca or r bclt. Guilhcm dc Crbcstonh, r Crtilan trobodor close to

SDain rnd Derhrp Arrbic contmtr, tingr

It Ylll Dc t grcrt honor for mr

if it evcr vere thtt God vould grunt me

thrt gou acccpt to mlta mc t bclt of gour rrmt

--.rlue pro$ m'er et honors

$i ja for mril quc Dicus m'erpircl tan

Qc-m volcsetz far dc vostrcs brrtz *nturu IL$nufor* I l; cf. Ptttison l96l-

And ln r frmom lgric Bcrnrrt dc lentdorn mttc* t timiltr yi*h:

lftg rhc htva tte courigc

to hwe mG GomG one night



Rosenstetn I 3

thrrr Yh*m *h* undm**r*
rnd mrkc mc r ncckltet of hcr trmr

rD sol G'rUr trn d'rrdit
c'una noih lli o-r dcspolht

mf mczes, clt loc rizit,
G.m fGzG$ dcls brrtz lttz tl col ILaztr 1966, l54l-

Here thtt belt rnd necflffe festoon the malc bodg: thcg tre 00 longcr concrtle

prochmrtionr of the mrn'l dctcrmincd posrcmion of lhe hdg'r lova bui rtther
drerml rnticiprtions of the yomrn'$ ftrin! fift 0f her person- f hc mood rnd

tense of the yerbs in Proven$El rrc pr$$ivG, optrtiye, doubtful, conditionrl,

vishful, g! tctivc, rffirmrtivc, dechrativc, past, complctcd, ar thcg trc in thc

Hisprno-ArrDic poets- As Frcderict Goldin hm quip[ed, troDadors mrkc love in
the rubjunctive.

tfhrt becomes of these belts rnd nectlrcm if vr movr noy one chronologicrl sttp

rnd ona litertrg dagrm frrlhcr rlong thc courtlg continuum? ln llorthern

Frtncr, Deltr or ncclltces formcd Dg lovcr'r or Delovcd'r rrm$ virturllg
dimpperr- ln trouvere texts thc ring commonlg m gift sgmbolizts thc ltdg's

mcepting to rbandon herself to hic desirc [e-I., t{tllen*kiild 1968, l5; on

rinry not m gifts, cf- Pattisor 155, 168, l?0n-59 tnd Dron[e I l, t79-001-

Herc rn object medirter betveen the lovcrs' hodier. f[e trdent erotici*m of the

mrn seizing thc ladq Dg thc vrist hts bcen toned dovn from loye mt to lovc

toten- [itc the ring, othcr objects crn seryc rs totens of the love act- A ladg

might givr her lovrr r rlcrvc or t glovc (cf. donner livrie or the loct glovc

cgcle in Guirrut dc Bornelh Iserperl). Both suggtttivelg shetth the trm or

hrnd much rs the more cxplicit ring encirclcr the lovcr's littlc finger. French

Igric dso rttest* the ldg'r giving her lovcr t curhion on vhich to lie, an

oDviour mctonumu for the gift of sctf IBinet 57; cf. Ftrrturt 6-71-

ln both 6rllo-Romrnce Igric sgstems, the lDcrian mtlc'r phg*ictl emDrrce of

his ltdg tround t[t vtirt, hovever poctictllg described, hos becn replmed:

fi6t in t|16 South of Frrncr bg thc hdg'r mtting tht love gcrture tnd thtn in the

torttr bU the offering of r love trten, tither DU the mtn or thc vomtn. t{ith thc
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ring, the simile is erterndized into r metongmg: rn intimrte comparimn is
rrificd m r forcigtr objcct. t{it[ thc intrurion of ttrir *iglized, self-consriour

intermcdiorg, gc$ture hm Decomc $Um[ol, rct hr$ Decome pocm. EU thc $ilmc

tofen, ue might srg, rctrnt hm become pmrive, donor hm becomc rccipient tnd

lover hts hecomc poct. Thc spontr[Gour cmbrrcc bccomcr r rolicited neckhcc

uhirh in turn Decomcs r negotirtrd go-betveen. The trouverc's ring is in effcct

tn imnimrte oDjcct sub*tituted for rn rnt[ropomorphic mossenger, the

troDrdor's $ong- Among Hisprno-*rrlic port$, no pocm, n0 Eil!.!,, no

go-bctveen, ro intervcning object 0r persor sbrtructs the bodg uontact ofthc
Iovcrs.

So, ylnn the Andrlusirn directlg seizcr hir mistrc* Dg thc vrirt, the trobdor
virhar that hir ladg vill malc him r ncctltcc of hcr rrmr rnd thc trouvcrc crn

dream his cmbrlcc through the intermedirrg rf r ring. This gmgrrphic rnd

chronologicrl sequence might reflect r dimini*hing boldness in crotic

expres*ion but r groving rcfincmrnt in paetic diction on tln prrt of the

poet-persom from Sprin to Provence to llorthcrn Frunce- l{e mrg tentttiyelg
porit in thir ovcmll moycmcnt from thc bclt to the necllrcc to the ring, and

from thc vrist to the necl to the rxtremities, t Frtllel s]tift from cDic

m$hismo to lgric courtlincss to the rcligion of courtlg lovs- At the mmc time,

thc lgric *irnce hm undergooc i progresrivc elevdion from mmculinc

dominrtion to fcminim control to literaru sumbolism-

Thi* axrmpla perhpr constitutm om modmt dcmonrtrrtion of thc kind of

comprrative texturl andqsis for uhich Gorton hm mrde his apped [dm Stern

22ll- A rimilrr cxcrcirc vtr undcrtttcn bg Jmn-l'lrria D'Hcur in [ir '[e
motif du vent venu du ptgs de l'Etre rim6,'vhich also rdducca *m[ic prrrlltls
to the Pomrnce exrmples discursed ID'Heur 95-95, to vhiclt rdd I'leu6ndcz Pidtl

551 and yorlr thcrc citcdl- llorc brordlg, Anm !'hria Raugci has traatcd

formuhe rnd topoi uithin tha trouyera trdition. Such ssssus excmplifu the

rtudg of 'the rich po*sibilitg of pcrmutations of tignificrnce yith chnging era*

rnd *ocirl rnvironments'that John S. Cummirs *cet* in vtin in Bomc tnd other

origim studies, to vhich ve might noy add those of I'tenoctl [Cummins 2521.

tfurir Rom Hcnocrl trtcc thematic borroying m r giyen; rtldom docs rht giYe

rxample$ or discu* psssagcs documenting the links vhich ore tpparcnt to her
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Ill*n*sd lqgl, 6CI; *f. Glrton 1974, l5 en Lr Erntill. Yrt v* fRoy lhd, er
hcr mantor Srmucl Armistcrd rcmindr rr, 'thc portrg of thc troubrdouru,

though it mq seem 'trilditional'in the rccurrrrt mturc of itr topicr, ir, in
ftct, the highlU contrivGd vork of individurl ruthors' [Armirterd 4l 61. fhrt
il, much of the rourcG-rerling for formuloc rnd the polemicr ovrr origins runs

the ritk of being sim[li*tic tnd rtductive yith re$pcct to individurl crertivitg,
culturd prtternr and lilerarg interchrngos.

fvcn this gencrrl tmlgsis in comptrttive poetic* rnd erotics nccessarilg brings

ur brck to thc old qualtion rf immcdirtr murcer rnd ultimrtc origim- Courtlg

or at lemt romrntic love mrg tc intcrnrtionrl rM immortrl, rs Dronte hrs

trgued, Dut thit rclf-evidencc docr not prarent him or tt$ from comprrinq loue't
diffcrcnt litcrrrg manifestations mrosr sprcc rnd timc- Thir onc smrll crrmplc

Derhapt demonstmtcs in microco$m yhg the rrfincmcnts of courtlg love mrg

hrvc trrvclcd to Sprin from frrnce onlg in thc lrte tliddlc Agcs nther thtn in

the opporitc dirmtion in rn errlicr periad.

Rog [otrnrtrin
Deprrtmcnt of Comparrtive Hterrturc
fhe Amerimn CoIIege in Ptrit
31, avenuc Bo*quct

75007 Prris FRAllCt
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