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Risorgimento. Menocal’s effort to recuperate the aesthetic level
the work through a reading of Pellico’s engagements with Dante’s
Francesca raises important questions about canonicity and the con=
textual reading of literature, in which a canonical work is often read’
as if it were outside history, and a noncanonical work as if it had
no aesthetic dimension, but indeed nothing but historical context.

The third chapter turns to Pound and Eliot in a demonstration .

of synchrony in action. Menocal’s reading of the Pound-Eliot re-
Jationship recapitulates, and indeed guides, her reading of Dante’s
relations to Arnaut Daniel, “il miglior fabbro”’ of Eliot’s dedication
of The Wasteland to Pound. Further, the readings are influenced by
2 consciousness of relation between Pound and Menocal herself,
both of whom shared the stringent training in Romance philology
at the University of Pennsylvania. Pound left without taking a de-
gree; and Menocal takes her own distance in this book.

Chapter Four treats Borges (primarily “The Aleph”) and Pe-
trarch as kindred in response to Dante’s powerful influence. Across
the centuries, both cultivated a willful blindness to Dante. Petrarch
becomes a Borgesian reader whose relation to Dante is recuperated
because each puts Dante in his debt by causing us to read Dante
anew. This also unites them with Pound and Arnaut in an alterna- .
tive, resistant tradition of response to Dante’s influence.

I am sympathetic to the project of defining a model of literary
influence that proceeds through interpretation of literary reflections
rather than attention to discursive and critical comments, and I find

Writing in Dante’s Cult of Truth a refreshing and often insightful
study, with a range most critics would find difficult to match. It
is 2 small criticism of Menocal—but perhaps a large one of our frag-
menting habits of academic discipline— that the book is not the po-
lemical challenge Menocal claims. It is a sad commentary on aca-
demia if a study that treats works in Spanish, Italian, and English
must be considered radically interdisciplinary.
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Massimo Firpo and Dario Marcatto have been highly praised,
and justly so, for discovering and publishing the records of the ex-



