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dation srages of rhe fledglirtg urtiversiry irt ()xcniortl, that villrrgc rri.rrrrcd aftcr rltc s1-rot in
the l{iver Isis rvhcre tlte oxeu forrled the streilnl. \Vhilc not ir l"rirncisern fliar, nonetlteless
Robert spelit considera[rlc rir-nc'"virh rhe ft>llowels ol Sr. I:r'.rrrris of Assisr arrtl conrri[rrrrecl
substantively ro thc philosophical rraining of rhe iriars irr rhc mrly thirtccntlr Lcntr.u'y.

lvlcEvoy arg,ues wirlt sorue ;rersrritsiort thar [toberr scrve cl ts a clrarrcellol oi tlrc Llrriversity
of Oxfortl. ()f parricular inrercsr is the nicely clcvckrpctl lrisrory of rhc lolrtrrtrivc yr:ars of
rhis center of Brirish cclucirtiou. Civcu rhc crrly tcnsions, cspccially bcrrvccn thc citizcrts of
Oxford irnd students and rheir rn.rstt:rs, ortc rvorrclcrs intlectl horv ihis insritutiort cvcr rlc-
veloped into the worlcl-class center of academic exccllcncc tlrrrt it evcrrtLrirlll,becirnre.

Crossetesre, rl,lio lvlcEvoy suggests is l-ly far tlrc rrrost pronriucnt of rhc first gencrariorr
of Oxford nlasters, prrltlishecl philosophical lnd scicrrrific frertiscs, conrnlcintcrl rin Aris-
totle, wrote biblical excgesis, and rranslatecl nruch fronr rhc (ircck. lloger llacori larer
praised Itobert "for prorr-rotirlg the study of thc lli[ilc, nrlrhrni;rties, nirtrlrill science,,.rnr.l

ancient Greek." Elecred bishop of [-incoln in 1235, ten ycrrs larer: ltobert rttendcrl rhe l;irst
Courlcil of I-yons, where he argued agairrst papirl intcrvcntron in lrrrglish ccr:lcsixstical xp-
pointrneurs. McEvoy rrores rhat in rhe nr;rrtrr of Englisli beneficcs, ltobert rook l lrolcl
stance, defending rhe libertics r>f rlre L)uglislr chrrrclr rrgainsr ll,ourln intcrfelcrrcc. tJsirrg his
knowledge of Aristotelian political thcory, [{obert tr:rnsfsrrcrl t\risrotlc's couccl)r of gr.rorl

nronarcltical rule to the pracrices ol the clrtrrch hicr:rrchy, (iiverr rhis ttrsslc rvirlr pirprl
ar:rhorities, Crossetestc is sonrurinres callerl lr "Proro-l{ciornrcr" ;rntl is lricrrcrl to t>ftcn ars

"a harbinger of thc Refonnrrtion."
* Yet it is..llobcrt's signilicant cotrrributit.rts t,r Pltil.rsr,p[r;,antl seicrtcr: that arc singrrlarly

iurportaur. lvlcEvoy norcs thrt l{oberr hrtl a "clistinctly philosoplricel tunr of uririd." Well
grounderl in 4ristotcliirn logicel theory-lvhcre hc dcvelopcrl rr scnsc of urorlrrl logic rc-
gardirtts neccss.try yrL'opt;sitious-llobclr larrrrclrcel a dccisive urovc irr thc tlirecriorr oinrlth-
ematicil scierrcc, wlrich N'lcllvt)y suggcsts akrnc "nrcrits a niclie all to lrinrscli in the lristorl,
of sciettce," Sourtding n'rtrch like an cirlly [)yrlrirgorcirrr, l(oberr arg,rre.l rhrrt rrr:rthcrnarics
lrtakcs up tlrc vcry itttet'nal tcxtllrc oi the natrrrrrl w,orld irrrd prcsidcs ovcr its irrnctiorring,.
Antedatirrg Ncwtott, l{obcrr srtgg,csted tlrat (iorl is tlrc "l)ivinc Nl;rrlrcrrrirtician."

I{oberr's "tttcraphysies of liglrt," tlcvclope.l irr lris-Iiirr'/,.r/rrs rlc lutc, is, Nl.tivoy sullgcsts,
"rhc original crciltion of ;r boltl lurl llorvelirrl rrrirrtl."'lliis is ir sPccrrlativu inr..r'1,1c1,11r,1s1

of the [>itrlical ircc()nnt of (]rcittiort lts ftrrur,l irr thc l]ook ol:( icrrcsis- Liglrr irr rrilrule ciul l)c

liraspetl intcllccttrally throtrglt gu()llretry. lvlcl:vot,'s rrarr'.rtivc,rl'tlris tlillicrrlt bit ol (iros-
sctestc's r,',ritirrg, is cxccllcrtt rtrttl tltorrglrt Plovokirrg, csllcci.rlly rl,lrcrr Nle [:r,t,y srrggcsrs rlrirr
llobcrt's lcc()ulIt ltirrts .rt ir "big-b.rrrg" tlrcorv oi tlrc lregirrrrirrg t,l tlrr: turiruisc.

Orltcr eheprcrs cliscrrss l{o[:crr's uxcgcricxl rvliLings, his (ilcck rr;rrrslatiorrs, ant.l rhc c.rr-
liest Franciscalt nr;lstcrs rrt Oxfirrd. "fltrec appcntlices ine ltrtlc tr.rnslrrtious ol'(,rossetcsrc's
work.

This is iln excellent irttrorltrcriort to rhc sigrtificant phil()s()l)lric.rl rvolli of ;.r sonrewh:rr
neglecrcd ear[y Oxford n)astcr- liasily rerrr.lirblc rvhilc scliolirrly sigrritic;rnt, rlris lrook is a

fine cohtribution ro a fine series orr ure,licvirl rvritcrs-

AN'l rt r-tt't v .1. l. r ss x.,r, l)crr iso rr t lni vc lsi r;,

Manie Rosa lvlr,nrtcrAr-, ll..\yN1()ND 11 ScnlrrNr)r.rN,;rrrrl I\4rr-rr.rr,r. Sr,r.r-s, etls.,'l'lta l.iter-
tttrre of al-Anrlalus. ('l-lre Oarrrbridgc llistory oI Aral.lic l-itcluttrru.) (.arnlrritlgc, Iing.:
Carnbridgc Univcrsity l)rcss,2()(X). l)p. ix, 507; l0 bl;rck-rncl u,hitc figrrrcs ,rrr.l rli,rgrrrrns.
$150.

Medieval Iberia nray w,ell clrrrrliiy rs tlrc first l-.uro;rcirrr lorrrritru to rvlriclr rhc tcrrn "urulti-
culrural," rvitlr all ifs conuot:'rtions of riiflicrrlr errtl cirsy cocxisrcncc, u.ur llc applicrl. Sulrol-
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irrs irncl stu(lcnts oi rrrc-.lir,r,,rl S[r:urislr literlttrlc irr plrrticttllr llltlst take tlte ctlcxistetlce oI

IVIuslirn,.lcrvish, arrcl (,hristirrrr ctlltrlr,:s lll()st seri()tlsly as a paralncter irl thcir research Ott

,-,ra,ty sig,rificapt liter:lry tcxts itt lrrcdicvtrl Spairr,'Ihe qtrestioll is no longer otte of attri-

lr,,ti,-r'.,.. strc6 rrs "r'yt cletrtetrt q'iflt art lslrrntic tlrigirr" or "a lnotif g,t'ing' tlacl< to JeWiSh

philos11ltlty'." Scvcr;rl l$,crrtietlr'ecrttttty scltt,l:trs h,rt't',rircirtll'slt<lwtt, rvitlr artrple docu-

,,.,,,,,t"ti.,,,, tlrc grrgscrrec of sLrclr tlivcrsitl irt rrtttlirr';tl Sgr:rrrlsh literattrre. l{ather, thc clucs-

ti.rr rrgrv is rrpc rrf cstahlrshirrg, flrc nrlrrv lrulrnccs oI tlris rlivcrstty. rectlgtrizirlg its t"t'ttl:rrk-

alrle irrrl.act, nrrtl reechrrrg tt,r hithcrlrl inreccssi[,lc t,r ltcgicctctl f;rctors lrlr rlll evell l]ctfcr

nrttlt'rst;tlt,littg oI it.
-[lre (]ar.l,r.iclge v,rlryrrc ()Ir rlio litr-..etLrrc of al-Arr.llrlrrs 1>rovitles rt vtrv good poirlt of

tl<,partrrrc (es g.cll us c(r1l[);11i()rr) Ior rrrctlicvll c()lup;lrn(ists cttritrus alrotrr r\ratric, llebrerv,

enJ SlranisI le.rrers irr rlrti rlrrrry ccrrftrrics rlririrrg rvlrich Ibt'ril rvas ltotrtt- ttr rr subsflltttial

srrir.pr 6f rIc Jsirrlr. ["rrrnirc. l)ivi.lcrl into rhrnrntie clttsrers ilcrling n irlt sPet'e. liln8,tlilgt"

tnir*'lt.lSc. iir.'r;tr..qaIlra\. rilrtstr'' 'Irl!i:liittrrtt'rl'-\rt.l.tlr;>t'rrts. gilg ritlrttrlr''llstr t:rkts itrlr>

;r..()urir t[," i,r,p.,.t icir,rrr \icil, I'r'lil:ttrr' Irt,t,l.liri,rrt. ir provitles tlscftli {Ilr\''r's (rf ttl'rr

llrs.itt.ttirtg g..,.',1..-- \l.,z.tr.tl.. .ttttl \lllrisclrs_ rr,ltt, ttt'qrrrilrtt.tl tlrc pt,liti...rI .rrrtl irttcllt'c.

tlrill lil('.ts,l rtttrllittrllrtr'.tl r'rirlt'lttt'irr tltottt"ltr l'tt'r'"kitttl rr':lvs' li'rl illrtstr'tti"rli llll(rsr ()t

*,lriclr lrrc 
'lrrt.tr,,r'eplrr) 

:il)p\\'r'ils('tltc splcrrrlirl lrvlrritlr$ ot l\rttl:tltrsi:rn lrrcltitccrLrre' lieclt

lrroltcl tltcrtteric elLtsti'r tlrtls rvirlr t"tt't"cl'1llto1<'gr:r1'lt 'rlttl 
att oftert iltfttrttl:rtive' rllotrglr

6r-icl., cxplicarion olr fcrtrrrt's rhrrt I:orrltrotut,l tlrc tlivcrsc lrcrit:rgt'r>[ irl-r\ncl:rlus'

Mrrrin l{osa l\{crroerl's itttrotlttrtiott fo tltc volrtttte riglrtly llosits key corlcc[''ttlal tltteS-

ti..s,.l iltcrcsr particllirrlr to tlrosc rrrrl-arrriliar rvith thc shccr scopr: ol litrg,tristic rllixing

,rrr.l [16nticr sltifiing rvhctt it c()rlres t() al-Arrrlalrrs''lir bc irrrcrprctccl nretrnirrgfLrlly' rhis

regi()lt'S literirtgre, l.,cca,,re 6f its trrriqtlc gcograllliical atl<l cultrrlrl hc'tttc, c'rlls for a "witle

vaiiety of rlirad()rfs...:t1{ a tvitlc vlrietv 9f viervcrs" (p.7)' Iv1c1r>cal t'rbscrves, again

.,,rr..tly, tliat:r ntctltocl.l.gv l,tst'.1 ,rtt sirrglc-larrgtrage lincs will llot yicld very r'rseful

results tor tltc stttcly oI Arrtlelrrsierr literattlrc. Ilathcr, ()ttc llrust be elert rrt :rll tittrcs t<l tlre

"vexcl .ilt,rc of itlt-rrtities" (p. t2) tlrat is llart xlld Pillccl of nreclicval Iberi;r in gcneral

a1d 9f al-Artclirltrs irt p,rrticrrltr. (At thc srrttle tittte, etlcl rrscfirlly, the cssavs ilr the voltrnle

dri'c hrrnc tirnc irrrtl ag;rirr tlrrrt nruch {)f tlrc crrlttrral Irrtdttctiott tli tIrt rcgitlrl is:rlstr

funclan'rcrrtrlly, Iocatctl rvitl t in tlrc elessrcal Arahic l rcritagc' )

'l'lre 6vc [r16ad thcrrratic clustcrs thrt follorv (each otttr cndirrg ri'ith thc explication of

irrcl.ritecturc rlcrrtiplttl 1[6r,c) coltlirt'ir t()trl of trverlty-live cssa)'s. N'lcrlrt(:al's Proiection

of tlre possiblc rca(lcrsllip for rltt'sc (p. tt) is c()r)firrr1c(l bv tltc scopc of thc cssayst by and

l"rg", il,.y appear t,, fr" ai,,',..1 rrt a srphisticatcd rrrrcl crrri.us readerslrip rvith stlme farnil-

iarlty r"iti, Aral,ic lite ,at.rrc.'l liat saicl, those Arahists u'[tt clo rlot rcqtlire intnrductions to

tl'te nraqatrtat, thc Iistl1rt'of tlrc Aratric larrgtragc,9r the life gf 'lIn Arabi (t6pics that fall

il,to a cl,,ssic syllahrrs f,,r,, r',,e.li"r'"1 Arabist) rvill fintl trseful essal's on speci6cally Anda-

lusian subjects such ,rs the life ()f ['ctrus Alfonsi or i\'loz-areb culture.

Ali t6e essays providc sotrntl sllrvc)'s of tlreir subiect nlatter.'rhey are thorough, lvell

rvritten, arrd succinct $,itlrr.rLrt contpr0tl)ising cohe rcnce. I'or the non-Arahist, Consuelo

1.(rpez- Morillas's piecc 6n lalgrragc (pp. 32-.59) pr()vides rnuch-appreciated in[ormation

*,1.,i1" l-,.,- sectiolrs on the Alj:rrniaclo phcnonrertort or the use oI llollrance speech by lr'luslims

sh.rvcese the fascinating lirrp,uistic .,r,,r.*, oI al-Anclalus. t)wight [tcvnolds's piece on music

(pp. 60-tt2) is ctlrrally i,,f,,i,.,,,"tir'";rncl thorough, rvith great bene6ts for those unfarniliar

wit6 Aral, rnrrsical trirclitit,ns. llctnoltls's cssal', tnttclr like tlrat of l-tipt'z Morillas' provides

an a6rtriratrle s),lrlicsis of tlre principal issues. It has I clear theoretical unclcrpiuning, con-

stanrly calling iltrenti()r1 t() the ltrrportance ()f :t;.rprecrrrtirrg the ways irl which the dial()gue

l,etr"..,,.lifftlrent pe riocls antl grottPs shrped the trlusical culture of al-Andalus'

Ilclcccl, tlrc sarnc clrr [c seitl of "il 
,lr. ".r.y, 

irr flre collcctir)n: the)'are ll.rost infornlative

f.r. t1.,",.,.,,,.1r"cinlisr arrtl pror.irlc cxccllcrrt irrtrodttctiorls to topics thnt arc not illlnlediately
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accessible to all sclrolars.'['hosc w,lrri stlntl to lranr ;l grdllt rle.rl flortt thc collcction arc

studenrs aud scholars of rncdieval lltrropcan litcrartrrc; ir is by rrr.rrv 
't 

well-l<nowrt fircr, ttl
all Europcanisrs, tllirt Arab culrure played a gl'crrt r()lc irr trausnritrittg l<norvledge to tlre
West. Bur a collecrion of essays strch as this allorvs f,rr iruntcdtatc access to sorrnd [riblr-

ography, nrore tholotrgh expIanatiou, anrl alxrvc all a rrtore rrultiiaccrccl exposiricln of rl're
methodokrgicirl r.rccessities that corrurantl rhe strrrly t>f a litcrrtLrrc at r)ncc as hylrrid and
classical as thar of al-Andalus. ltirra l)rory's piecc txt tl\c ntrrtlrtnl,t, [Jeatrice (-irucndler's

chapter on rlie rTasrrlrt, anrl rhc cntire se,:tion of biogr;rphies (of erninclrr Ar-rc.lalrrsians such

as Ibn Arabi, lbn lirfayl, antl lbn Zaydurr) providc jLrsr such plrrtforurs. Not only do they
give useful antl solid backgrorrnd, of plrricr-rlar interest for rhc nonspecialist, bur they
incorpr>rate-rvithin thc vcr-y ilct of synrhesis-a heiglrrened cortsciousttess t-rf thc special
methodr-rlogy necded to convcy infornurtion on such ,r nrrrlticulrural regron.

Naturally, n pro,cct of sucl-r alnbirion will lcave a nunl[)er oi lircrtnae, especially fbr
specialisrs who rnight wish to see nlore 6ne -runetl sourc€ criticisnl ()f wcll-csrablished topics.
The collectiorr is refrcshingly aware of its own gaps, arrd thc prefirce Bocs so far as me,n-

tioning ir shadow book thar woLrld, ideally, h,rvc covercrl all tlre rnissing bases. On page
21, in the first chaprer, Menocal oifcrs an eclmirirbly horrcst list of ropics rhat have had ro
be forsaken, hrrt at least, in so doing, slre;rrovitles p;rths lirr frrrthcr researeh and r>ffers a

sound jusrilication oi rhe existiug collccti<.rr.r's scolrc.
For this reldcr, ouc arca tlrat nrig[rt lrave bccrr sul;st:rntially cxparrclcd arc the photo-

graphs and cxplicati<ins of rrchitcctural and visu;rl lu{)llunlents. Architccrure is:rn extraor-
dinarily fluerrt arl(l compclling testilu()lly to thc conrplcx culttrre of al-Andalus. The collec-
tion would have glined fronr a morc visible arrd sysrcnratic allocarion of spacc to the
sections rrn Mzrdinar al Zahra, the (irear Mosquc of Crirclr>ba, tlre Aljaferia ttf Zaragoza,
and the other photographic exanrples given.

The fact rernairts, though, that rliis is a souutl antl dctailerl introclucrion rri cnornrous
utility prirnariIy ftlr h-ttropcanists irtteresterl in tlic l)rcserlce oi Islaru irr rlre West antl, scc-
ondly, for Arat>ists intercsrcd irr certain speerfically "lllcrirrn"I\,Vestcnr rnanifestations of a

vast classical crrltrrrc (the piece orr lvlichacl Scort rhc trar)slirtor, for insrancc, or rhc chapter
on Mozarlbs). -l hc etlrtors itrc fo llc cornrrrcrtrlcrl ior protlueirrg ir solirl rvork of refercrrcc
in a variety oI clisciplin,:s.

l.r'i r..t ltourtr, \Vrllr:rrrr: (iollcgc

ElatNtr ll. N{rr.r-r,H, .Jert,islt Nltrltrghtssra: lltltrttr,, Artltit,,tttl Oastilritrt itt Llt,lit:ual Sptitr.
(Juan cle la (lucsre Hispanic Nlonograplrs: listudios.lrrtlcoespirrroles "Sirnrucl O. Arnri-
stead y Joseph II. Silvernran," 2.) Ncwark, l)cl.:.|rran dc, la Ouesra,200(). l)aper. Pp.
150. $15.95.

Tha uta. irrtd devclo;lrnent oi varior.rs lrrrrgueges in nrcclicv;rl Spain lravc, oi course, beelr
the subjects of crrunrless studies, ironr brief lingtristic n()rcs r() large rlouographs. Numerorrs
journals, in Spain;rnd elservhere, rtre clcvotccl t() thrs. tr>pics.'[-his snrrrll lrooli, irr spite of
its title, focuses exclusively on.fewish linguisric.lcvelol;nrerrt in nredieval Spain. lr is nor
intended for scholars farniliar rvith everr tlre [rroird ()utlir]es ol' that rlevelopr-nenr, t;ur ir can
serve as an introclucri<)n t() the topic frlr gcncral reetlcrs rlr undcrgraduate strrdenfs vr,hr-r

are looking for a brief and casiIy urrrlcrsrootl sun]lnlrry. -l lre :rtrtlror lrrs ilonc lrr inrprcssive
amount of reading; and if thcre ilrc crrors, tlris is pi:rlraps cxcusirl)le for onc ,,vlro lres lror
done original research in the 6elcl.

Inasmuch as rve conrpletcly lacl< any liugrristiu rlocurnsrrtation ior.lews in thc Visigothic
period, our knowledgc l>egirrs orrly n,irh rlic fulrrslirn cr.r (ap1.lroxinrarcly 1l(X)-1200).Jews
spoke Arabic, i1s they clid in all lt'lrrsliru c()r.rntrirs,,rlthouglr rve have lirtle evidence as ro


