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arabized Jews, and the Moriscos. Sells’s fine translation of a poem by Ibn Zaydun
concludes this eclectic voiume.

Surprisingly, there is no separate entry for Ibn Rushd (Averroes) to match
the fine articles on Ibn Hazm (Eric Ormsby) and Ibn Tufayl (Lenn Goodman).
The editors acknowledge Ibn Rushd's “overwhelming importance” as one of Is-
lam’s greatest philosophers, but still choose to ignore him, because he nas been
written about extensively by Arabists and non-specialists alike (p. 19). This is a
lame and unacceptable excuse. Further, this volume’s mission could nave been
better served by adding a glossary defining such terms as taifa, gawwad, piyyut,
and 4alam, terms familiar to some sections of the volume’s intended audience,
but not to others. More useful still would have been a succinct chapter covering
the political and dynastic history of Andalusia, ideally accompanied by a series of
maps, since a sense of place is so central to the literature of Andalusia and Sicily.
These omissions undermine the usefulness of this volume, which, nevertheless,
contains a number of excellent individual essays.
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