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generation American Arab poets, they use the 'native' material as instruments of
tension, a domain of restlessness from which the American experience can be
discovered or'invented.'The actual Arab society does not seem to be a genera-
tive or definitive force oi being.

As Handal rerlected, several poets in this anthology have resisted geo-
graphical categorizations. The works they produced rluring the lasl few decades
of the twentieth centurr amplifu this feature by recasting conventional experi-
ences of home, regionalism, identity, and self. Each geographical location
emerges in rhe poetrv either as a real lived historical space or as a place in con-
stant need of redefinition in relationship to a cjistant place of native experience.
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The editors of this instailment oi the Cambrrdge History of Arabic Literature are
lo be commended ior their broad and inclusive view oithe languages and iitera-
rures of Andalusia. Covering the ninth to earlSr seventeenth cenruries, they rrace
some oi ihe creative intersections and confluence of ,Arabic, ilebrew- ano span-
ish, as well as of arcniteciure and music. The,i deciare at ihe outser thai Ihe r-rr-
eratL'te oi al-AnoatLts rs not onlv t-or Araoic soecialists, bul aiso icr a larqer
audlence inclucing sc:"ciars:f Islam, graduate studerts n E:ropean medic,;ai
stucies, and mcre.

The';oium,e s civicec nto ive pans, r,';irn a shct e)(clrsus 0n archri:c-
:u::. -[r.'e il!e afilc]€s n Pai'r cnc, "The snaces :f Crlr:r-e.'sug_cest ine tangiec
,veo of :elations in q.rcalusia'.vitn en evsp,'rgr.r,, ci'Language" (-cnsueio .cce:-
)'1or:ilas) cuilinrnc ii:e man."/ peoores and raccuaqes i,,,ing:oEetrrer rhere. Tie
'.'ibranc'; of :njs auit'ri-e s :regJniry conveyed rn Dwicrrr i.Jynoioss ,Music.,
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Se,ls s +ssav '-0',:.' ;vhi61 --.j6.' :lrs cir:r,tt :ipmc :,rir a /a1en. .li :ce:,c
'orris both AraDi{: Jnd i-lecrew,',vhrie ioucninq an tome oi i6179'5 *y;ai,ao,. :aa-
a:rc. 3nc copurar icrn:s. Tre a(;cles rn pa( -ir.;0, '-ire snaDes,Jf [,leratLi-e,,
:ctc 1-'ranv ci lrese ilenles. _-ayrnq lar::c,:iar a[eniion to ],ierar;r iorrns, esce_
rially ihe crsiinc:r',e', Anca:,Jsr.)n il'4u,,ourtrnun i iTo,,,u l.or"n,l 'Stiil, 
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)ari T,lree ccns;sts of lilre selarata :nrries cn 'Ancaiusrans,' i-anclnE
rrorn iewisn coet \1cses Ben E:ra (Raymonc T. Schernciln) :o :he master oi .\r-a-
)iC,'rtu',vs,1stan. Ibn Cuzrnan (.\rnrla Buturc!ic.\, io ine Cirjstlan,:ranSlatcr,
F.amon LJull (Gregonr B. Stcne), to ihe Arab poivmatn Ibn al-Kharrb iAlexander
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arabized Jews, and Lhe lvloriscos. sells's fine translation oi a poem by Ibn Zaydun

conciudes this eclecttc rroiume.

Surprisingly, there is no separate entry for Ibn Rushd (Averroes) to match

the fine articles on Ibn Hazm (Eric ormsby) and Ibn Tufayl (Lenn Goodman).

The editors acknowledge Ibn Rushd's "overwhelming importance" as one of Is-

lam,s greatest philosop-hers, but still choose to ignore him, becalse he has been

written about extensively by Arabists and non-speciaiisG alike (p L9).This is a

lame and unacceptable excuse. Further, this volume's mission could nave been

better sen,ed by adding a glossary deflning such terms as talfa, Qawtt/ad, piyyut,

and kalam, ter-ms iamilia|- io to.u sections of the '/olume's intended audience,

but not lo others. lr'lore useful stiil would have been a succinct chapter covering

the political and d1'nastic history of Andalusia, ideally accompanied by a series of

maps, since a sense of piarce is so central to the llterature of Andalusia and Siciiy.

These omissions undermine ihe usefulness of this 'rolume, which, ne'lertheless,

contains a number of excellent individual essays. 
Tr,, EiyrL Hot"rERINr
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