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This volume is not a normal volume in The Cambridge

Historv of Arabic f-it"tlt""" ttiies - and 
-not 

only because all

lil:;i;;;;;^;;;k ;;; American or rsraeri universitv' as

though there were no tpttiuritis in this field in Europe or the

ei#*o.ra. This was, however' probabJy not done on pur-

ioiJ;;;;;, .o, u ki;J;iagrelsi'e American Academic

oolitics.
""it ir" uotu*e introduces a new concept of literary history'

a regional rather than t fi'g'luit on"t it deals not only with

the Arabic literature oiui-'(nOutus' but also with the Hebrew'

il;';;JR;*un." H;;il;' of al-Andalus' As an Arabist'

a Hebraist, u Ro*u'i-'iuna-u tp"tialist on al-Andalus' I

aopreciate ti',is approut"tl *'V *'if'' I consider it also one of

lry;:i.';,;';,i ilii" -taieial literatures of Spain and other

southem European regions in an integrated manner'

Moreover, tfrrs ,otime d"atr not dnty wlttr literature, but

also wirh architecturel i;;g-r"g.. music and philosophy: and

nor only wrth individuJiiitiuitt' but also with.pnilosophers'

Hr;i:'J ;;;'';i;,,f,"-iiunsluto.'' on tlP of that' it encom-

#";;;;;';"i; ;i-ffi;i;;';;tarso Siclv; and not onlv indi-

IiJr.l lli.*,.r. brr ^it"l"r' 
minority groups as Mozarabs'

Arabized l.*s, sepi'atii'"-;"a tuot'it5t (see Part V)' The

two last-mentioned;;;p; indicate that not only- is al-

Andalus during trre pJrioJ'i ll-1492 dealt with' but that the

ffi;J;f* ifqi it'noil"ft unmentioned.' All this indicates

a new concep, .o-pui"a *itt' tt't other volumes of The Cam-

;;i;;.-il;1;;y or Atuui Lii"'utot"' However' a chronologi-

cal historicat o,..''e* of the literature.of al-Andalus -
which one would .*pltt io ma in a traditional history of lit-

erature - is not Provided'
The book starts with'-air introductory chapter. ('Vsions of

d-i;U;l written uv rta-iu Rosa Menocal; this is.rolpy'td
;; ;il; on it,9 u"-,l'vv"a naJacS ly-"{:" al-Zahra" r bv

n tr Rrrooles ntr.. ui*or, each chapter' we find this kind of

;;.:";5i';; ;;;i';;i;;uiot1"ts' rhis perhaos renects the

;;1i';.';;;;;;;; ;;;,I")*fiilry, 'Jii"k' 
Simirarrv' Part I

- 
which i, on cuit"ili-tifit"it lChapters 2-6 about the lan-

;;;;;;# l]-oi-enauri's' music' spaces and architecture

and love) - 
encls ;;h'"n-r;'Great Mosque of Cordoba' by

D.F. Ruggles (P' 159)'
Part Ii focuses oo*hut should be the main subject of 

'the
book. and deals with such literary gen-res.as the muwashshah

in an article uv roru nosen lciripter.T), the maq.dma in a

pieuc b) the late. gt"oiLy missed tsraeti scholar Rina Drory

i'a;;; u'i.-r"a ,ni i'i'ia' i"an article bv Beatrice Gruendler

(Chapter sl. a specliiti-t" 'n" 
Arabic panegyric (ntadih)'

L$;i;lly in cttipters a and 9 the Arabic-Andalusian literary

hrstorr i: Ilratched with that of the Hebrew counterpart'.which

rnakcs -crtsc hrce ause the 'nerv' Hebrew literature which orig-

in]rcri ilt ai,.{ncl;.rlus iollou,ed the Arabic literary themes from

,,.,,r:i.r -l-hc trro lslaeli women glve a balanced account ot'

rttrtrt rr:rt.:itrt lt .rtttl rttLttlitrtta. and Beatrice Gruendler does a

s.1 ,11 1,rh nr IIICI)(trrlllllL: Jlso Hebrew poetry rn her pie.ce on

ihc ,7,1i.r,,. rr lttr'lt rtIlet a generltl tntro.ductton ls especlally orl-

cntrrtc'cl ioir rttis lbn DariAl al-Qastalli's classical qasida' lbn
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Shuhll!ri'r irrlbiVaIen'[-r7rrs-irla and,lbn al-Zaqqiq's nature

tttt.:irltr. Thc la:t uhapter is i-ollowed by an excursus on archi-

l't-tlLrre :rrttl e rPl.tttts htru these courtly spaces.(e g a sumlner

;;:i:i;;,:a' l, \rabrc kr,gs) are 
'nentioned 

in Iiterature: 'The

.\l.irilcrirr rn Srtragossa ui,l Tuifo lnutqt' by Cynthia Robrn-

'u,r ,1, l-l.l l. w lio recently publiihed her own book on a

lclaterl sub-ject.'"^F;;r; 
irr-|-rr"p,.rt l0-19) deals with individual 'Andalusi'

Ders()ns cirstrrbuteti tlver the fields ol Arabic (lslamic)'

[r;;;;', L.,,i, .,,,.i R,nrance A brief biography of several

An.laiL,rrans rs slvell l will give a shon characterization tn

;;;;; i , ,ho,' tiie dift-erent liilds to which they belone^' lbn

H..-,.ll ,lslanlic .jurist and author of the Tau'q al-Haminro)'

M:r:.t ir,,r Er.o (Hebrew poet and literary theoretician)'

Judah Haievi (Hebrew poet and Jewish philosopher)' Petrus

lfi."ti (lranslator into Latin tlf stories of oriental origin'

Clf,-,liri,,,,i cortvert o1' Arabized jewish origin' scientist)' Ibn

qr'r),rl.ir (pocr rrl ciassical and vernaculal Arabic)' lbn Zay'

iu,i rt L,,rii.iil ,Ar.abic Poet). ibn Tufayl (Arabrc phrlosopher

"nJ 
*u,nt,, ot it Hall iltn Yucl:irn story)' Ibn 'Arabi (philoso-

pir.,: ,,i..f phrlosophiual and'mysrical poetl' Ramon LIull

I.,.;"i;,.'" i ; pubiished in Arabii' Latin and Catalan) and Ibn

,tf -fi*iif, (Classrcal Arabic literate and vizir)' Part Ill ends

,tiit, ,,,, ,,r,i.i. ..,,, architecture: 'The Dual Heritage in Sicil-

ian \'ltrrtittlletlts bt D.F. RLrggles 1p' 373)- 
i',,ir IV iCihapteis 20'22) is"devoted to Sicily Karla M:rl-

i.rt. ,,r irct. rtrttcle 'Poetrtes ol the Norman courts' 1p 311 I

,r.,r,,,,,,, Arabrc Sicilian poetry and a poem from the Italiarl

Srcrlian school rntegrated inro the culture of the court ot'

Fredelick ll rli94 -1150) 
The Arabic poet lbn Hamdis is

tl.,,i, *rth bv Wrllranl Granara in his article'lbn Hamdis and

il. ;r";,.t ..it nt,sralgru ip 388r' while Thomas E Burman

.,..r,ri.r Ittlltscli *,th 'N4ichael Scot and the translators' (p'

*i,al'r'rt, ril .l,,..lt *,th the usual architectural drgression by

fl f- if rggf.s on 'Muclejar Teruel and Spanish identity' (p'

+ I 11.'Part v tChapters l3-26) is entitled 'Maniage's a-nd.exiles'

lrtci eittttprtsc\ c\sil)s abtlut the Mozarabs by H'D Miller ancl

;j,,;.r,r;, a' Klssis rp- +rl). the Arabrzed Jews b-\'Ross Brann

i;- il-i r. tn. s.pt rt,lrrn by SamuelG nlltead (p '1551' ancl

ri. Mnrjr.i.,. bv Luce L,.-rpez-Baralt tp 4.1),.1 ' Part V presents

,, u r,rrlr,t,,,,.,,,li,, Engl,.h'ot Ibn Zayd0n's.famous' N0niy1'6'

,'p,;;;; i;, N,ht Miciael Sells (p' 4gt)' rne book ends with

rin irt.icr ()l rialllcs arld subjects'
l:hc book e ertainlv lilli a gap in the sense that hitherttr

therc rras I'lo \\'rltlen history Jt'Andalusian literature which

.l.,,f i t, Ith tllc .'\l'abie Alldalusian literature in e ontlection with

,rtttcr .\titllilLtsilttl ltteratut'es' sucl-t as Hebrew Andalusian lit-

cratur!-. Iile Roltlatlce Iitt'u'u"' and medieval Iberiarl Latin

litenttLrre: liso the reierences to the courtly settrng of Iitera-

,,-,,1* h, llr(.rl)\ \)1 the nruni lrchitectural .dig.ressi.ons 
ure un

,ti*,r;,i .,r..t ,..trt rdeu My impression rs. that the concepl

u.i,'r..i',irlt-unc,i i, , riorthl; one' but thar this procedure has

lecl to Ittanv lacunae. The section which is exclusively

devoteil to Arabtc (and Hebrew) literature is Part ll The other



n?rr( rn{)l takllig Intu acCount V' which ts a itarisialttlti)

ir.irr.l. .-lr"-t'u,'n.,: 'rUlttts The rndividuals nrcrltionctl trl

i';;:,.^ili.rto.-iia have included important poets such as lbtr

kf-r",;i,r - the Illost lmportant Arabic Attdalrtsrrtn F('ct -
;; i;i; lmnrir. rrl-Mu.taniid lbn Sara and lbn Srltl Artt.rtg

rhc Hcbreu P()ets one ri'tluid have expectecl to.lintl SlLrtluel

i,"N,gltf . Solonlorl ibn Gabrrol or cven l'odros AbLr 
'l-"\ltva'

wi-l.i.r-t,rting phrlosophcrs olle would have cxpeeted Ibrl

nr-,ri ,i When'dealirlg wlth Ronlance Iiteratures' rt rr ouid

nnr,. f-r..,t equallv rtrl-portant to mention C)ccrtan Itterature'

,in.. ii.,. rroubaci'u.s iivecl not ctnly in Provencc. bllt iilso lll
.i,,,if,.tt, Spain arrci even in Toleclo Allcl what about Calle iarr-

i,..,;;r;;;..:;nd Castiliian Irterature ) An rnrportiint sub je ct rrr

te rtrts- ol thc herltage oi Anclaiusiatl literature ts ttot olllr

;;.'i'',r,,",,, iijanriadJ lrteratur.e' but also the rtl.lpacl trl Hcbre *
,\ndalusiarl Iiterature on Provence' and then on Italv' where

i,t ,t. iirn. of the Italran clctlce stiliiot'rr lmmaltrrel ot Ronlc

Lt:Ot 1318) \\'as a Hebreu" poet in the Arabic tradition anci

at thc:art-tc tittlc all Italian poet'
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